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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


We are again embarked upon the sea of a new Commandery year full 

the trust and responsibility imposed upon us. The uartione ae See 
must be revered and treasured, and the Significance of the tenets of our 
Order must not be lessened even in the slightest degree. It must be remem- 
cate by each one of us that we have vowed before the Holy Altar of Masonry 
ed shall forever uphold and preserve the principles set forth by our 
eae pe lesae” ese iene a Peete te this heritage, each of us must 
deine ioe eee olly by words, to prevent our Commandery from 


I am not at all pessimistic as to the final report of our progress one year 
aes We love our Commandery and it will always be a epee of liege. to 
aati gould upon the sound and solid foundation of our Christian tra- 
alee ao peed and think for a moment as to what our requirements 

eae ae ie an ow they may be fulfilled. If our fifteen thousand-plus 
oie ghts were to be divided into groups of fifteen and each group would 
ae € one candidate, our quota assignment of one thousand would be ful- 
illed. Sir Knights, are we asking too much? 


Our pxemplification Team, which we are justly proud of, has emerged with 
quar strength and vigor such as never before been witnessed by any Knight 
eee We should be so proud and thankful that these veteran Past Com- 
cemes Composing this Team are so enthusiastic in providing each of our 
tee ee sie with an example of perfect work for the Order of the Temple. 
tae te ae mind that these Sir Knights are giving up many Saturdays in 
Bere of Rd ate the cause toward which we are aiming. Let us show the mem- 
ae: ae ine Team that we truly appreciate their endless hours of work, 
arouse is hem with a candidate sponsored by each one of the aforementioned 
seus Themes qaree duty to our Commandery and to ourselves is to fill the 
Mike Be y our departed fraters who have been called to the realms above 
pro ie ol no one ever returns, and by those Knights who have been forced to 
et eee rom active participation for some reason that cannot be avoided. 
pnhieee one of us who is privileged to breathe the God-given air of life 

nov severely handicapped, assume the role of a True Knight Templar, ” 


I plead with you to work hand in hand with your Fraters, forgetti 

jealousies and personal differences which tena to act as ee eed 
that spread their deadly poison throughout our entire family and eat out the 
heart of our great and beloved Fraternity. If we love our Commandery as we 
sil indicated time and time again by our solemn vows, let us all unite and 
work as one. 
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Many of you may feel that I am starting my year as Grand Commander as strain- 
ing at the bit too much in one direction - that is, candidatewise. However, 
please remember that our Commanderies are assembled for only a few months of 
the year, and that a considerable period of time is required to take a can- 
didate through the Chapter and Commandery. Please help us to fulfill this 
our first mission; then, we can talk about something else. 


I wish each Sir Knight and his family a most happy and enjoyable Thanks- 
giving. 


Courteously yours, 


RAYMOND D. DOUGLASS 
Grand Commander 


T0 THE OFFICERS OF OUR CONSTITUENT COMMANDERIES: 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 48TH TRIENNIAL CONCLAVE OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT 
as submitted by George A. Weeks, Chairman, Public Relations: 


"At the 48th Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar of the United States of America, held at Cleveland, Ohio, 
August 12-17, 1961, Paul Miller Moore of Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, 
was elected Grand Master. Others elected were Wilber M. Brucker, 
former Secretary of the Army and former Governor of Michigan, 
Deputy Grand Master; John L. Crofts, Iowa, Grand Generalissimo; 
George W. Bell, Illinois, Grand Captain General. Edmund F. Ball, 
Indiana, Grand Treasurer, and John Temple Rice, Texas and Chicago, 
Grand Recorder, were re-elected. 


"The parade was held Saturday evening, August 12th, and it re- 
quired one hour and forty-five minutes for the 5,000 Sir Knights 
to pass the reviewing stand which was in the Cleveland stadium." 


The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island being the oldest 
Grand Commandery, headed the lst Division and made an excellent showing in 
numbers and your Grand Commander was very proud to lead the Sir Knights. 


The Divine Service was held in the Cleveland Public Auditorium. Chairs were 
placed on the first floor in the form of six large Salem Crosses, for the 
seating of the Sir Knights in Templar uniform. This was an impressive sight 
from the balcony. Sir Knight Phil Porter, Right Eminent Grand Prelate, de- 
livered an inspiring message. 


The competitive Drills were an outstanding feature in both the "A" and "Bp" 
Classes. The Report of the Committee strongly urges more participation for 
Drill Teams in the Constituent Commanderies. 


Among the 26 Drill Teams participating was our own team of 25 men from Holy 
Sepulchre #8 of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, under the direction of Sir Knight 
Edwin 0. Wilbur, Eminent Commander. Although they did not win lst Place, 
they did receive honorable mention. 
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The Grand Master's Dinner was one of the foremost events of the Conclave. 

Over twelve hundred Ladies and Sir Knights were in attendance. Those who 

had the privilege of hearing Dr. Tennyson Guyer, Ohio's Ambassador of Good 
Will, shall long remember his philosophy of Life, Time and Conflicts. 


The scope of the 48th Triennial Conclave was extensive - both in regard to 
the business of the Order and the tours, special breakfasts, luncheons, and 
dinners, and the entertainment. It was well-planned and executed, with a 
minimum of conflicts and problems. One of the noteworthy features was the 
general friendliness of the citizens of Cleveland. Their hospitality and 
general atmosphere of helpfulness added greatly to the over-all success of 
the Conclave. 


THE BUSINESS FURNISHED MANY PROBLEMS FOR THE JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE 
Re: UNIFORMS 


The Report of the Committee on Uniforms was referred for further study and 
to report at the next Triennial Conclave to be held in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania in 1964. 


Re: LEND LEASE ON 
COMMANDERY RITUALS 


The Report of the Committee on Ritual, by Sir Knight Louis Heger, at the Tri- 
ennial Conclave, brought forth what many feel was the most constructive leg- 
islation at the Triennial. What was finally enacted was a compromise and 
will be up for re-examination three years hence. It was proposed to divide 
the Ritual into three separate rituals - the Malta, Red Cross, and the 
Temple, which would make for a wider distribution among the loyal workers 
in our Commanderies. This seemed impossible on short notice, so in order 
to comply with the present Statutes, up to nine additional Rituals will be 
aes available to each Constituent Commandery on a deposit of $10.00 per 

py: 


As we understand it, this means that any Commandery can secure ON LOAN nine 
additional Rituals and anytime they wish to turn them back, they will receive 
their money back. Requests are made to Grand Recorders. 


The Grand Encampment adopted an amendment to Section 183 of the Constitution, 
authorizing a Knight Templar to purchase a Certificate as a Life Sponsor in 
the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc., upon the payment by any Sir Knight 
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) in a lump sum which will exempt his Grand or Sub- 
ordinate Commandery and thereby himself of any further assessment to the 
Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. 


The money derived from Life Sponsors will be deposited in a Life Sponsors 
Fund and would be available for Surgery and Hospitalization as directed by 
the Trustees of the Foundation. For further information, apply to the 
Grand Recorder. 


KHHEKKKEKE 
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At a meeting held in Chicago, September 29-30, the Eminent Grand Master 
called together his Council Officers and Chairmen of all Committees to 
discuss the serious problems confronting the Grand Encampment - particularly 
the apparent decline in membership - principally through demits and suspen- 
sions, and what could be done to remedy this situation. 


It has been suggested that each Grand Commandery be requested to appoint 

a Membership Committee and request each constituent Commandery to appoint 
such a Committee, to reach the grass roots of Masonry - The Blue Lodge. 
Also, to appoint a Committee on Public Relations to publicize and advertise 
Templary. Our Right Eminent Grand Commander Raymond D. Douglass has com- 
plied with both suggestions. 


The Most Eminent Grand Master and his Council has made a suggestion ... 
Shall we go forward? The determination is yours and mine to make. The 
battle cry is... 


"ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS!" 
Excerpts from the Grand Commander of Wisconsin: 


As the Officers of our Constituent Commanderies are approaching a new year 
from a Fraternal standpoint, perhaps we can look ahead to a year of teeming 
activities. The great heritage that has been handed down to us should in- 
spire us in a sense of responsibility to posterity so that we may hand down 
to those who follow us a greater and better Order than the one that was 
placed into our care, 


More important than anything else, is our attitude towards our Order's future 
welfare. No matter what the future holds for us -- interest and enthusiasm 
are needed. If we would put our hearts into Templary's objectives, we would 
be able to fill our place in the purposes of our Order. Being the Commander 
of a Constituent Commandery calls for the exercise of the same fundamental 
principles as are necessary in conducting a business. 


This is a competitive world, and if we are to advance Our Bost yaen, We! must 
compete with outside activities. If there are no provisions for change, 
there will be no growth. 


Golden opportunities still lie ahead of us. Let us rededicate ourselves to 
the service of Templary, and do our best to further the work of our great 
Christian Order. Eminent Commanders are responsible for furnishing effec- 
tive, proficient and courteous leadership in their respective Commanderies. 
Success in administrative directives spells the difference between an active 
and a dormant Commandery. 


We should put on the whole armor of God and fight the good fight; we must ac- 
cept the challenge with which we are confronted and strive to attain the 
goals toward which we have turned our minds. 


In many sections of our Country, a definite revival of interest in the Chival- 
ric Orders is being recognized. That we can do also if we put our shoulders 
to the wheel. 


COMMANDERY 


St.John's 
Boston 
Newburyport 
Washington 
Worcester County 
Springfield 
De Molay 

Holy Sepulchre 
Pilgrim 
Palestine 
Milford 

St. Bernard 
Calvary 
Haverhill 

Old Colony 
Sutton 
Bethany 
Winslow Lewis 
Jerusalem 
Hugh de Payens 
St. Omer 
Berkshire 
Connecticut Valley 
Woonsocket 
Godfrey deBouillon 
Joseph Warren 
Narragansett 
Bristol 
Northampton 
South Shore 
Trinity 

Natick 

Coeur de Lion 
Gethsemane 
Olivet 

Athol 

Bay State 
Cyprus 

St. Paul 
Beauseant 
Cambridge 
Bethlehem 
Orange 

Ivanhoe 

Quincy 

Temple 

St. Andrew 
Reading 

Thomas Smith Webb 
Sir Galahad 
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1961-62 Monthly Objective 


Necessary to Reach Quota 
Obie wen. 
Sept. 553 64 
Oct. 130 5) 
ov. 69 
Dec. 104 
Jan. 94 
Feb. 134 
Mar. 119 
Apr. LS 
May 82 
June 78 
Accumulative 
a oF Abi. More 
Sept. 53 64 
Oct. 183 119 
Nov. 252 
Dec. 356 
Jan. 450 
Feb. 584 
Mar. 703 
Apr. 840 
May 922 
June 1000 
Comparison 
196219611960 1959 
Sept. ~ 64 47 44 19 
Oct. 119 55 168 96 
Nov. = 183 221 141 
Dec. 243 306 225 
Jan. 295 383 293 
Feb. 373 492 419 
Mar. 446 608 495 
Apr. 549 678 619 
May 601 721 688 
June. 646 769 768 
HKEKXKKKKEKEKKERK ERK KEKE KEK KEKK ERLE HHH 
Sir Knights: 


Another year.. another oppor- 
tunity to build Templary! We need 
to grow. Our Grand Commandery quota 
again is 1000 petitions, affilig- 
tions and reinstatements--a reason- 
able and attainable goal! Newbury- 
port Commandery already has 70% of 
its quota for the year! Seven other 
Commanderies have passed the 25% 
mark. It is heartening to gee pro- 
gress by both large and small com- 
manderies. You can make this an — 
outstanding year for your command- 
ery and for Templary. Every Chris- 
tian Mason should be a Knight 


1 
Weeiese J.Leroy Jones, Director, 


Membership Progress and Publicity. 


